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“Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s

will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

- 1 Thessalonians 5:18

When I read this verse, I hear it in the voices of our children.

Particularly in the sweet 3-year-old voice of Asher, who some of

you may remember as the sweet curly-haired babe who

accompanied us to the last Faith-in-Healthcare Retreat. Asher has

insisted on memorizing weekly scripture verses with his older

brothers this school year. (If you need a moment of joy, just

picture a 3-year-old trying to say the word “circumstances.”)
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-Picture shared with permission from IVF staff, Stephen Tang
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Our leadership team at CMDA of WNY is giving thanks for an answer to prayer. Debra Minotti will be joining our

team as Area Director in January. 

Debra has been walking with the Lord for over 35 years and is an ordained minister. She is a proud mother of two

and grandmother of five.  Her love for Israel and the Jewish people led her to serve overseas, providing

humanitarian aid and sharing with the Church and the Jewish community that God is keeping His covenant to

restore Israel. By ship, she had the privilege to help hundreds of Jews transition from the Ukraine to Israel. She has

shared this message on international TV and radio. Under her leadership, Operation Exodus USA assisted over

4,000 Jewish people to immigrate to Israel.

Debra is a lover of the Word, and seeks to see the works of Jesus in her daily life. She is in awe of the love of and

mercy of God. She has a heart for corporate intercession and has led and participated in many meetings around the

world where Spirit-led intercession has brought victory.

This has not been a year in which it has been easy to live out these

words from Paul. As working (or attempting-to-work) parents with four

young children who have been home since March, to call this past year a

challenge would be an understatement. And yet, the complete and total

disruption of our daily routines and comforts has yielded many

surprising blessings, as we find ourselves giving thanks for the small

and unexpected joys: eating all our meals together as a family, catching

up with friends over Zoom from all over the country, outdoor adventures

with friends and family, learning new skills and finding creative outlets

as we all adapt to a social life largely online…

What can you give thanks for this year? 

WELCOME DEBRA MINOTTI

Debra used her organizational development skills to open a consulting

business.  She loves to help others realize their God-given mission and

vision.

 

Debra is also an RN with experience working in healthcare. She

understands that working in the medical community is a sacred call. Debra

is looking forward to 2021 when she will have the awesome opportunity to

serve with CMDA.  She believes God has a special plan, purpose, and need

for CMDA, for such a time as this.

Thanks be to God for Debra’s willingness to fill this role within our

community! If you would like to extend a welcome to Debra, you can email

her at debraminotti@twc.com.

CMDA of WNY has much to be thankful for as 2020 ends and we look ahead to the new year. Please join us in

giving thanks for the ways God has worked among and blessed us, even in the midst of these pandemic-year

circumstances. We are especially thankful for you, our beloved community, as you strive to serve God and his

precious people in these uncertain times.

-New CMDA of WNY Area Director

Welcome Debra Minotti, new Area Director
of CMDA of WNY!

Sarah Sullivan and Asher, the curliest Sullivan,
pictured at the 2018 Faith-in-Healthcare Retreat. 
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As you might expect, campus ministry has looked a

lot different this academic year. Absent are weekly

pizza meetups, the deep discussions over coffee, the

joyous laughter of casual gatherings. 

There have been challenges, yes, and yet God has

increased our numbers as students seek to connect

and find answers and purpose in these strange

times. In a semester when it seemed all we had to

offer students was a loaf of bread and a couple fish,

God has taken our measly offerings and multiplied

them into thriving communities of students seeking

God’s kingdom.

CAMPUS UPDATE - SOME BREAD AND A COUPLE FISH

-from Chris Sullivan, Campus Minister

We could have stubbornly tried to hold onto what was familiar; what had worked in past semesters. Or we could have

given up in the face of what has, at times, seemed an impossible hurdle as on-campus life all-but shut down. Instead,

we leaned in to our circumstances and gave Jesus our Zoom-loaf and our social-distance-fish and He has blessed our

campus groups abundantly.

In the place of familiar in-person rhythms have grown

some of our largest Bible studies, now conducted online,

perhaps our largest Fusion Dinner gathering to date as we

discussed “The Pandemic Goes to Church,” collaborations

between students to provide everything from masks to

groceries to students in need, our very first

"Zoomsgiving" (which was a rousing success!), Christmas

cookie deliveries, and creative acts of care and service,

such as CPFI’s “Trick-or-Treat: So Others Can Eat,” a

contactless food drive set up by the pharmacy students to

support the Food Bank of WNY. 

As the new year begins, we will continue to offer what

we have to Jesus, trusting that He will continue to

provide.

Students gathered together for Zoomsgiving 2020! Students were
given a Grubhub gift card so everyone could  share a  meal

together over Zoom.

CPFI held a contactless food drive in
October, and also volunteered with Meals

on Wheels of WNY. 
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Our tradition at the CMDA med school graduation party is to give each of the seniors a Doctor’s Bible. I recently

received an e-mail from a former student who is now a practicing physician: 

“I hope this email finds you and your family well during a crazy year. I was just thinking about you the other day,

as someone noticed the Doctor’s Bible. We pulled it out and looked at your message to me and some of the

passages that I have highlighted over the years. Thank you again for all of your help during my fourth year

medical school rotation. I think about you often, and when I do I say a prayer for you and your family.” 

It’s little notes like this that encourage us to keep going and growing in our ministry to students and health

professionals. If you’re already a ministry partner with us, thank you so much for allowing God to use you to make a

difference in the lives of students and health professionals. If you’re not yet a ministry partner, won’t you please

consider partnering with us? We’d greatly appreciate your prayer and financial support. Also, if you’d like more

information about CMDA of WNY or how you can participate in their various events or be a volunteer, please visit our

website or e-mail Dave Holmes at dholmes@buffalo.edu. Making a donation is quick and easy. Just click here to be

directed to our donation page.

GIVING THANKS BEYOND GRADUATION

-from Dave Holmes, MD, CMDA of WNY President

Finally, please take a few minutes to enjoy the gift of this

beautiful Christmas song, shared with us by Jeff

Thompson, MD who is featured in it along with his

colleagues in the Emergency Medicine Dept. Praise God

for such a beautiful musical number with a message so

fitting for the holiday season this year.

Thank you for all you have done and all you continue to

do for God’s kingdom. Looking forward to the blessings

of 2021!"I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day" sung by ED MDs.

A SONG FOR THIS SEASON
-from Jeff Thompson & Colleagues 

For more information about CMDA of WNY, or to

partner with us financially, please visit our website --

CMDAofWNY.org

https://cmda.org/product/the-doctors-bible/
https://give.cmda.org/CSiDonate/Give.aspx/XNSGMDAD#c
https://twitter.com/2sibermom/status/1341158598450229255
https://twitter.com/2sibermom/status/1341158598450229255
https://www.cmdaofwny.org/
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From David Holmes, MD, President of CMDA of WNY:

Lois was actively involved with her church, the Christian

Medical and Dental Associations (CMDA) and other

ministries. Gary was the president of CMDA of WNY for

over 30 years and Lois assisted him in leading this

ministry. Their leadership took place before the days of e-

mail, so they would communicate with people by phone

and letters. To notify people of the CMDA monthly potluck

dinners (now called Fusion Dinners), they would make

copies of the announcements, put them in envelopes,

address them, put stamps on them and mail them to the

entire CMDA of WNY mailing list. Lois was like mom to

med students, residents and others. When I attended those

dinners as a resident and young attending physician, I

remember Lois asking me questions about how my life

was going. She expressed genuine concern for me and

others.

On December 14, 2020, after a long battle with cancer, Lois graduated from her earthly body to her heavenly one. She

was 81 and lead a remarkable life of faithfulness to Jesus. She put her faith into action and enriched the lives of so

many. She was deeply loved by her husband of 58 years, Gary, three children, Amy (Jim Ellis) Jeffery, Katherine

(David) Schmeissing, David (Laura) Jeffery and eight grandchildren, Luke, Charlotte, Anna, Carly, Ben, Noah, Annika

and Miles; also survived by two brothers, Milt and Steve; two sisters, Betty and Evelyn and many cousins, nieces and

nephews. The family will gather in the future to remember her beautiful life. Online condolences may be shared at

TheDietrichFuneralHome.com.

LOIS ANNE JEFFERY

In Memoriam

I thank God for Lois. She completed her race well, crossed the finish line and is enjoying her reward in Heaven. Please

keep Gary and his family in prayer in the weeks and months ahead. Lois will be deeply missed by them and so many

others, including me. 

While Lois was in Hospice, Gary wrote, “Lois’s life of faith in God’s love and care for her sustains her as she looks

forward to a beautiful future.” Amen!

Louis Anne Jeffery 

http://www.thedietrichfuneralhome.com/

